                            =================
                             Syndicommotion
                            February 1, 2002
                            Volume 1, Issue 2
                            =================

In This Issue
=============

1. From the Editor's Desk
2. Syndicomm News
3. Forum Roster
4. Forum News
5. Other News
6. About Syndicommotion

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Happy New Year!  Yes, it's February, but no, this issue of Syndicommotion 
isn't late; the previous one was early.  Our premiere issue was made 
available in time for the holidays, but we'll now be following a monthly 
schedule.

2001 - the first year of the new millennium, and Syndicomm Online's first 
full year in operation - has ended, but the best is yet to come!  Three 
new forums opened in January, with more on the way.

This newsletter's job is to keep you informed of what's happening on your 
favorite online service.  No need to go wading through dozens of messages
throughout the service; we'll give you the crucial details in one serving of
small, easy-to-consume morsels.  You can have Syndicommotion automatically
emailed to you each month by using the online subscription form at
<http://www.syndicomm.com/syndicommotion>.  Back issues are also
available at that address.

To learn more about all the forums and functions available on Syndicomm 
Online, keep reading.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

New Pricing
-----------
The new rates detailed in the last issue of Syndicommotion are now in 
effect, including annual billing of $75/year.  You may change your 
billing schedule on Page 2, keyword SERVICE.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest 
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit 
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

New Forums, Multi-User Dungeons
-------------------------------
In January, three new Syndicomm communities opened: Women's Life, Fun & 
Games, and RPG.  The RPG Forum includes a text-based multi-user dungeon 
(MUD), where Syndicomm users can create fictional avatars and explore the 
fantasy world of Cargotha.  More details on these forums are provided 
below in the Forum News section.

Web Board Upgrades
------------------
Web access to the forum bulletin boards now features improved navigation, 
including a pop-up menu to move to different sections of the current 
forum and from one forum to another.

Webside Chat
------------
All forums now have a preliminary web chat feature.  Visit your favorite 
forum's web page or bulletin board and click on the "chat" button.  A web 
browser that supports Java is required.

Pine Upgraded
-------------
Syndicomm Online's text-based email client, Pine, has been upgraded from 
v4.33 to v4.44.  The primary changes are bug fixes; a full feature list 
can be accessed within Pine, which is found on Page 200, keyword MAIL.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the 
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to 
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that 
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      SHEPPY
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     TCOMPTER
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         ED
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2.RYAN
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           KIMHOWE
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    WAYNER
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LISA
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       NIGHTPATHS
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       NIGHTPATHS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          KGAGNE
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          KGAGNE
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        JAMIEYATES
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       NIGHTPATHS
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  KGHOLDERMAN
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      TRIVIABUFF
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          KGAGNE
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      SHEPPY

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
The Syndicomm HelpDesk continues to serve as a temporary home for movie
and television discussions.  Recently, members have shared their opinions
of the "Lord of the Rings" movie, and how the film adaptation compares to
J.R.R. Tolkien's original novels.  "Star Trek: Enterprise" has also
escaped orbit after six weeks of reruns, with other news including DVD
releases of "Star Trek" television episodes and the premiere of a
"Babylon 5" made-for-TV movie.

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-----------------
The Palm OS Forum meets your many needs when it comes to your Palm OS 
handheld computer:

- Are you considering the purchase of a handheld computer, but are unsure 
if it's worth the money?

- Do you want to keep up with what's happening in the Palm OS marketplace?

- Are you wondering how to put your CD collection onto your handheld?

- Do you know of an intriguing game to while away the time on the way to 
(or at) work?

- Do you know of a great program that has helped you do your job better?

- Do you want some help writing your OWN programs for the Palm OS? 

If the answer to any of these is "yes", then the Palm OS Forum is the 
place you should be!  Come join the group, and get the most from your 
handheld computer.

Unix
Page 675
Keyword: UNIX
-----------------
The Unix Forum will be opening later this year, providing discussion and 
support of all varieties of the Unix operating system.  Individuals 
knowledgeable on any aspect of this topic are welcome to share their 
expertise as a member of the Unix Forum staff.  Whether or not you're 
currently a member of Syndicomm Online, if you're interested in this 
opportunity and wish to learn more, please email wayner@syndicomm.com.

Role Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
-----------------
Welcome to the Role Playing Games Forum on Syndicomm!

While the forum itself still under construction, you can still experience 
and enjoy a whole new realm!  The RPG Forum is home to a MUD (Multi-User 
Dungeon) called "Cargotha", a special place we are building for you.  
Please understand that Cargotha is a stock "Circle" MUD right now; it is 
being developed, but your character will NOT be lost when we make the 
transition to the rebuilt version.  Newbie and low-level character quests 
are generally run every two weeks and, when there are enough players, 
higher level quests will be added to the scheduled events as well.

Message games can also be played in the forum, using specific game 
systems or free-form gaming.  Chat rooms are established with theme names 
to set an environment for online game play.  And, of course, the highly 
experienced role playing game staff is more than happy to assist you in 
any manner they can.  So come on by the RPG Forum and enter our world - 
you'll never be the same afterward!

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
-----------------
The Singles Forum, which came under new management in October, has 
undergone some slight renovations.  Category 10: Starting Out is a new 
addition in which to discuss everything leading to and including the 
first date.  Old messages have been resorted to new topics, making them 
easier to find.  Single or not, all Syndicomm members are invited to 
peruse the new layout and discuss their relationship issues in the 
Singles Forum.

Women's Life
Page 940
Keyword: WOMEN
-----------------
It's a new year and we all have promises we make to ourselves, but do we 
ever keep them?  Drop by our forum and let us know if January has been a 
good month for keeping your New Year's resolutions.

Then there's February.  What do you expect from your Valentine this 
month?  Are you the lingerie-loving sort, or do chocolate and flowers 
mean more to you?  Frankly, some of us would prefer a decent cordless 
drill, though that is a bit hard to wrap - and who would ever give you 
that?  In the interest of better relations between Significant Others, 
come and practice your hint dropping with us!  We can finesse it and 
ensure you don't get stuck with 0.0002 meters of mesh... something... 
that looks like it should fit a doll, not a healthy adult female.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
-----------------
Prolific Quill is home to readers of all varieties.  Aside from more 
typical literature and novels, there are also several categories in which 
to discuss comic books.  The secret origins and histories of many popular 
characters, from Superman to Spider-Man and Green Lantern, have been made 
available, as have summaries of major story lines and reviews of current 
issues.  Ever wonder about the comic books that spawned the successful 
X-Men movie or Justice League cartoon series?  Stop by Prolific Quill to 
answer all your superhero questions, and maybe get a free Batman book!

Also check out Prolific Quill's new Free Trade Zone message board 
category, where you can buy, sell, and trade books.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly this past year, due in no small part to its 
dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that 
everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the 
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following 
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Travel; 
Genealogy; Fiber/Textile. If you're interested in managing one of these 
or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II 
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested 
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, 
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if 
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II 
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2001 by Syndicomm.  
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are 
trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
